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BUNNY
WILLIAMS:

Life in the Garden
by Bunny Williams
(l%z’zzo/z’, L45)

Bunny Williams, at 80 years of age, is the Queen Mother of US interior design. In her
2005 book An Affwir with a House, she relates how she rescued a rundown, but beautiful,
clapboard manor house in Connecticut. In her latest book, she describes creating a series
of garden rooms, a parterre, woodland and orchard, and six garden buildings. These include
arustic temple of a pool house, and her ‘chicken pavilion’, home to some fortunate fowl.

After 22 years at Parish-Hadley, the grand interior design practice that decorated the
Kennedys’ White House, Bunny set up her own firm and the shop Treillage in New York.
She was confident she could create a lovely garden at the Connecticut house, too. She is
touchingly humble about her early mistakes, which, she says, were born out of ‘ignorance
and haste’. Never short of energy, Bunny visited gardens assiduously, mostly in Britain,
always looking critically at her own decisions and expanding her garden as she went.

There is a painted map of the estate to help one get one’s bearings (a welcome surprise
on page 57) and a chapter for each area of the garden, as well as extra sections covering
flower arranging, container planting and Christmas. The photography, mostly by Annie
Schlechter, is wonderful, but captions are tantalisingly absent for the most part. Common
names are used in the text, so that, accustomed as we are in Britain to Latin names, we
are lost when she cites ‘white fleece flower’ or ‘silver spurflower’.

Does it matter? Not if we see this as an account of Bunny’s way of gardening, rather than
a guide to how to copy it. It is crammed with inspiring images: close-up plant portraits;
snow-bound vistas; swooping hedges and borders bursting with plants; thousands of tulips;
and handsome shots of floral arrangements and table settings. With her three pantries
full of tableware, her marvellous garden helpers and the many appealing spaces where
an outdoor table might be laid, Bunny’s book is beyond most of us. Is this the Marie
Antoinette of modern Connecticut? Perhaps. But such is the self-deprecating charm of
her writing and her pitch-perfect taste that we just think: ‘Clever Bunny’. Elfreda Pownall

HOME AT LAST: Enduring Design for the New American House by Gil Schafer Ill (Rizzoli, £42.50)

The title of American architect Gil Schafer’s new book is a charming double entendre, since it speaks to both
his work designing homes for his clients and the more personal news - as we learn in the preface - that, since
the publication of his last book, Gil has got married. He talks of a ‘deepened sensitivity to the intimate character
of home and family’ since his union; ergo, the reader understands that he too is home at last’. Eight chapters
illuminate eight architectural projects, from coastal New England to South Florida, and the sure hand and
humble spirit of this architect and his team is evident on every page. A house on Long Island that is all shingle
style up top with a pretty fabulous discotheque down below is presented with the same storied detail as the
Block Island barn and house in Washington County. This needed (and wanted) to be so wildly sensitive to
the local vernacular that the view of the barn, meadows and rolling hills that passers-by might enjoy was
clearly taken into account in the planning. The houses are well detailed on the interior and landscape design
sides, too. Outside collaborators or Gil’s own design team add to the visual language to make perfect sense
of the interplay between the buildings, the interiors and the land that wraps around them as well as - most
importantly - the people who live there. Gil says that we are in the ‘joy business’. I loved that. Anne Hardy (]
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