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Rain or Shine

Designed by Gil Schafer, this glazed Long Island porch is a summer

sanctuary for entertaining
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merican architect Gil
Schafer Ill is known for
his keen ability to mix the
traditional with the new,
despite, as he jokes, being
“deeply allergic to the trendy.” In Home
at Last: Enduring Design for the New
American House (Rizzoli, 2024), the
final installment of his trilogy on “living
modern” in classical American homes,
Schafer highlights a collection of resi-
dences that are designed to adapt,
evolve, and endure. Schafer explains
in the book’s introduction that he has
become a better listener—to both his
family and his clients—and has realized
that “the most indispensable quality
of an enduring home is that it is adap-
tive to the evolution of life—the house
can shape-shift, if you will, depending
upon a family’s needs.”

While he believes architecture
should always endure, Schafer recog-
nizes that decorative schemes are
ever-changing. The glazed porch of
this Long Island compound, which
Schafer designed for a sociable
couple, is just one of many entertain-
ment spaces on the property, which
also includes a pool pavilion, guest-
house, greenhouse, nightclub-style
basement, spa, badminton court, and
entertaining barn. Decorative stone tile
and wicker chairs invite guests to relax
in the brightly lit room, which features
an antique stone mantel found for the
owners by interior designer David
Netto. Grasscloth shades and potted
plants bring the outdoors in, while an
abstract brushstroke painting above
the fireplace adds a contemporary
touch to the informal gathering space.
Create your own summer sanctuary
with these nine finds.

1. DORA NATURAL OAK COFFEE TABLE TOV Furniture // tovfurniture.com 2. CROWN TOP BANDED GLOBE LANTERN Chapman & Myers //
visualcomfort.com 3. BEACHCOMBER HANDWOVEN TOTE BASKET Pottery Barn // potterybarn.com 4. COASTAL RATTAN & SEAGRASS
ENTRY TABLE (vintage) / palmbeachregency.com 5. MARI TABLE LAMP Kate Spade New York for Visual Comfort Studio // lumens.com é. AERIN
EASTHAMPTON SOFA Williams Sonoma Home // williams-sonoma.com 7. PILEA PEPEROMIOIDES PLANT Lively Root // livelyroot.com 8. GREEN
STROKE BY GOLD RUSH ART CO. Four Hands Art Studio // stephaniecohenhome.com 9. ZELLIGE GLAZED TERRACOTTA TILE IN DUNE (4”x4")
0ld Port Specialty Tile Co. // oldporttile.com
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