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The Anglo-Caribbean home
charms from the inside out with
its vibrant color palette.

ashore thing
Stately and WFamily Getaway in Florida

In the sultry heat of summer, there’s little more restorative than spending a spell by the misty sea. Even better: a spell by the
misty seas of Florida, which is pretty much as close as one can get to the Caribbean within the continental US. “We had done
a project for this client already prior to this, up in the Adirondacks, actually,” says Gil Schafer III of this particular Florida
getaway, which he designed on a property that originally belonged to the client’s mother. “It meant a lot to him—these are
people who are very connected to their roots and their family histories. They asked us to see if we could renovate it.”

After looking at the family’s needs and working on the existing struc-
ture, though, they had a tough wake-up call: “The old house wasn’t really
taking very good advantage of the site,” says Schafer, architect and found-
ing partner of Schafer Buccellato Architects. “So we realized that it was
probably just better to start from scratch”

They did, however, keep a keen eye on the past. “This is a couple
that loves their history! And so we said, ‘Well, if we’re going to tear
down the old house, what can we preserve as a memory of that house?”
After all, some things were irreplaceable heirlooms worn by the

hands of loved ones over time, such as the brass hardware and fireplace

mantels—which they presciently kept and reused. “Most significantly,
there was a cypress paneled library in the old house that they loved,” the
architect recalls. “And I thought, “Well, we can take the wood froms this
room and reuse it in the new house” When they needed to fill in the gaps
of the salvaged wood with fresh and new boards, they treated them the
same way the originals had been, for a scamless match: lightly pickling
the finish and brushing it back as a way to kind of carry that memory
forward,” says Schafer.

Still, the new home is different from the last. “The old house was
kind of an Anglo Caribbean, Georgian house, but with a Mediterranean
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The soft turquoise and muted

green color palette echoes the lush
surroundings poolside and within the
loggia (inset). Lattice-backed chairs and
garden stools suit the setting.
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THIS PAGE: Transom windows allow light to flow freely through the main living spaces. In this foyer, illustrations of shells and reef fish nod
vibrantly to the locale. OPPOSITE: The Leafy courtyard feels transported from the Mediterranean. The lemon tree is a luxuriant touch that feels

Floridian to the core.

palette—a terra-cotta color on the exterior with a red-tile roof,” says
Schafer. “I thought what would be more interesting is to do something
that felt still Anglo Caribbean, but a little more relaxed.”

That laid-back-meets-formal feeling is evident in the homc’s
interiors, where bamboo furnishings, chinoiserie, and buttoned-up

antiques abound. “When you go inside, it’s elegant: the furniture is

not beachy, necessarily, though the color palette is,” says the architect.
Those hues? “Theyre Caribbean colors,” says Schafer. “There’s this
wonderful place in The Bahamas called Harbor Island, and it has
all these white painted cottages with shutters that have kind of
soft Caribbean colors—blues and soft greens and yellows. And that was

my inspiration here.” {f}
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