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A COUNTRY HOUSE IN BELGIUM, RENEWED BY
US VIA SOCIAL MEDIA DESIGNER AXEL VERVOORDT AND ARCHITECT
OR EMAIL LETTERS@ TATSURO MIKI. “FAMILY TREE,' PAGE 52.
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Old Soul

In the Hamptons, a young
family calls on an all-star trio
of design talents to conjure

a classic summer getaway.

BY CATHERINE HONG

In the Round

At the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art, director Michael
Govan offers an exclusive look
inside the new Peter Zumthor
building that has the eyes of the
art world trained on LA.

BY MAYER RUS

Pour It Up

Vibrant, vitreous, and party-
ready, our favorite glassware
brings color and joy to the table.
BY MADELINE O'MALLEY

Maui Wowie

Leverone Design and Walker
Warner Architects collaborate
on a Hawaiian guesthouse
with a joyous spirit all its own.
BY MAYER RUS

The Royal Treatment
Actor Olivia Cooke taps Atelier
LK to help transform a run-of-
the-mill east London Victorian
into a home fit for a queen.

BY HANNAH MARTIN

Grand Finale

Exploring domesticity and
memory in artist Do Ho Suh’s
blockbuster retrospective at
London’s Tate Modern museum.
BY SAM COCHRAN
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IN THE HAMPTONS
A YOUNG FAMILY CALLS
ON AN ALL-STAR TRIO
OF DESIGN TALENTS TO
CONJURE A CLASSIC
SUMMER GETAWAY

oul

TexT By CATHERINE HONG
PHOTOGRAPHY BY ERIC PIASECKI
sTYLING BY ANITA SARSIDI

CREZANA'S WHIMISICAL HULA HULA BLOCHK-PRINTED
WALL COVERING ENVELOPS THE ENTRY HALL. N
A PAIR OF METAL-AND-LEATHER ARMCHAIRS FROE
CATHERINE DESPAS IN PARIS FLANK AN 1860 P";TH
LIBRARY TABLE FROM CHRISTOPHER BUTTERWO
IN LONDON. PENDANTS BY THE uRBA%TH
ELECTRIC CO.: MIRROR BY AMANDA LINDROTH.
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“THE BEURBERG FAMILY IN
ERONT OF THEIR SOUTHAMPTON
RETREAT. OPPOSITE LEFT
AN ANTIQUE GAMES TABLE FROM
FOSTER & GANE STANDS READY
IN THE LIVING ROOM. OPPOSITE
RIGHT THE STUDY |S CEA
EASTERN WH'TiﬁNE'Pm LING|
CUSTOM BANQUETTE. M/
MANAGH PRINT: VINTA!
FRENCH BAMBOO-AND-GLASS
COFFEE TABLE; FLATWEAVE RUG

BY CHRISTOPHER FARR.

ART: ® RICHARD SMITH FOUNDATION. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED, DACS / ARS 2025 TOM HARFORD THOMPSON/JENNA BURLINGHAM.

COOK/JENNA BURLINGHAM, ROGER HILTON/JENNA BURLINGHAM

MARK LANCASTER/JENNA BURLINGHAM GALLERY. DAISY



In the Hamptons, where braggadocio is practically
a building material, there’s something almost head-
scratching about a house designed to look humbler than
it is. A visitor arriving at this cedar-shingled house in
Southampton would be forgiven for assuming it was origi-
nally a whaler’s home erected two centuries ago. “When
you drive up to it you might think, Oh, it’s just this little
three-bedroom cottage with a center hall and a tiny living
room in the front,” says architect Gil Schafer, a mischie-
vous grin on his face.
Plot twist: The charming, low-key-looking resi-
dence nestled beside a graceful copper beech-tree and bordered by a
split rail fence climbing with roses turns out to be a 12,000-square-
foot house built in 2023. The modest Colonial-style facade stretches
back into an elongated L shape and then takes a sharp turn to form
another wing that is all but invisible from the front. Among the expan-
sive comforts contained within this architectural sleight of hand are
a sun-drenched living room, Nancy Meyers-movie-worthy kitchen, scul-
lery, butler’s pantry, two porches, den, knotty pine-paneled office, seven
bedrooms, and a top-floor bunk room that sleeps an
additional five guests.

“You don’t get the full picture at the front door,” adds
Schafer, a founder of the AD100 firm Schafer Buccellato
Architects. “I love that kind of stealth.”

This artful deception nearly didn’t happen. When
London-based homeowners Claudia Blumberg and her
husband purchased the property in 2019, they were on

track to build something far more conventional. “We
wanted something beachy that could accommodate
lots of friends and family, with one large room where
we could all gather,” says Claudia. What they did
not want was “a sprawling McMansion” with overly
formal rooms they’d never actually use. In search
of a sympathetic collaborator, Claudia cold-called
London-based interior designer Rita Konig, whose
relaxed, collected style she admired. “She was so
approachable, and I felt like she got us.”

The AD100 designer quickly diagnosed the prob-
lem. “What you need is a pretty house that feels added
onto, which gives you the big room you want but still
feels like a small house,” she told the couple. “T don’t
know how to do this, but Gil does.” Konig rang up
the architect, made the introductions, and soon the
assembled team was off and running.

The two AD10O talents have worked together on
multiple projects over the past decade, developing

“YOU DON'T' GET THE FULL PICTURE
AT THE FRONT DOOR,” ARCHITECT
GIL SCHAFER EXPLAINS OF
THE SEEMINGLY MODEST FACADE.
‘I LOVE THAT KIND OF STEALTH.”
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MOORE'S SEAPEARL COLORS THE MUDROOM:; FLOORS OF NATURAL-CLEFT BLUESTONE. OPPOSITE IN THE DEN, A RAYMOND PETTIBON
ABOVE BENJAMIN 'S SE < FLO

! ON GARDE
TWORK HANGS ON A WALL COVERED IN MICHAEL S. SMITH'S JAP
FA:';OM TISSUS D'HELENE, THE OTTOMAN BY TURNER POCOCHK FOR LORFORDS
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N FOR HARTMANN & FORBES. THE SOFA BY RITA KONIG WEARS CHARLTON CORDUROY
1S UPHOLSTERED IN JASPER'S JAMU, AND THE BERBER RUG IS BY LUKE IRWIN,



“WHAT YOU NEED IS A PRETTY HOUSE THAT
FEELS ADDED ONTO, WHICH GIVES YOU THE BIG
ROOM YOU WANT BUT STILL FEELS LIKE A SMALL

HOUSE,” DESIGNER RITA KONIG TOLD THE OWNERS,
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THIS PLACE QUIETLY MAKES THE CASE FOR
COMFORT OVER FLASH. “IT REALLY DOES
FEEL LIKE A HOUSE THAT GREW OVER TIME,"
SAYS HOMEOWNER CLAUDIA BLUMBERG.
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AURI HOPKINS
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MIDCENTURY DESK; B
WITH BARBER

IS WALLPAPER BY NOBILIS WRAPS A SON'S ROOM IN WHICH A MARCEL BREUER CHAIR PULLS UP TO A
ENCH BY RUPERT BEVAN, DHURRIE RUG FROM GUINEVERE ANTIQUES. OPPOSITE A WATERWORKS TUB
WILSONS & CO. FILLER STANDS IN A BATH. WALLPAPER BY JOHN STEFANIDIS; CLIENT'S OWN ARTWORK.



the kind of creative shorthand that grows from shared
beliefs: comfort, the emotional pull of classical forms,
the idea that a home should feel evolved rather than
decorated—even a weakness for well-stocked book-
cases. “We both love a house with books,” Schafer says.
Konig agrees: “In this house there are books every-
where. They’re not for show.”

Their vision for the Blumbergs’ home took shape
as a sort of architectural palimpsest. “We made up
a kind of mythology about the way the house grew,”
Schafer explains. “It starts with this modest front cot-
tage that was added onto, with each addition reflect-
ing a slightly different moment” That narrative logic
guided every design decision, from the crisp Federalist
detailing at the entry to the more relaxed articulation
at the back, including a level change upstairs where
the house makes its L-shaped turn—like a farmhouse
extended over generations. “These moments of tran-
sition add a lovely quirkiness and also stop the enor-
mousness,” says Konig.

‘I LOVE GIVING A FAMILY
WAYS TO EXPLORE THEIR
OWN PROPERTY,” SAYS
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
EDMUND HOLLANDER.

80 ARCHDIGEST.COM

Konig’s interiors further this narrative of accumulated history. She
layered the home with upholstered pieces in unfussy prints, striped rugs,
warm lighting, and a sense of ease that feels more English country house
than East End trophy home. In the entry, the traditional moldings are jux-
taposed with raffia wallpaper block-printed with hula dancers. “I'd been
wanting to use that paper for years and no one ever let me,” says Konig. “I
even wondered, ‘Have I pushed this too far?’ But it really does work, oddly”

Even the pocket bar—tucked into a niche just off the library—was
designed not as a showpiece, but as another thoughtful gesture toward
how people actually live. “There are a lot of drinking spots in this house,”
Konig notes.

That same instinct for usability shaped the house’s outdoor areas.
Schafer designed the house to pivot around the 150-year-old copper beech-
tree that stands at the property’s heart, turning a design challenge into an
organizing principle. The resulting angles and setbacks gave landscape
architect Edmund Hollander a natural framework for creating intimate
spaces. His planting plan carves the nearly two-acre lot into a sequence of
soft-edged outdoor rooms connected by lushly bordered graveled allées.
There’s a wildflower meadow out front, a sheltered space nestled between
the house and the copper beech, and a dining area surrounded by zelkova
trees and lit with café lights. “I love giving a family ways
to explore their own property,” says Hollander.

Together, Schafer, Konig, and Hollander have pulled
off something rare in the neighborhood—a new old house
that quietly makes the case for comfort over flash. “It
really does feel like it grew over time,” says Claudia. It’s
the ultimate conjuring trick: a house that looks small,
lives large, and feels like it’s always been there. ap




ART: WILLIAM TILLYER/JENNA BIRLINGHAM
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MARGOT TRAY BY RITA
KONIG FOR THE LACQUER
COMPANY; FROM $225.
THELACQUERCOMPANY.COM

IN THE LIVING ROOM,

A SOFA BY RITA'KONIG
WEARS CHINA SEAS! BALI
HA| AND IS LINED WITH
BESPOKE CUSHIONS.

BASKET NO. 13; $300.
WILLIAMWHITE.COM
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5 THE RATTAN DAISY,
N\ HANGING LIGHT; TO THE
\ TRADE. SOANE.COM

CPALM TREE T
CANDLEHOLDER 5200,
| LES-DTTOMANSIEON |

P, ON THE GLAZED PORCH, 1960s /
g BAMBOO CHAIRS FROM BAMBOO & A
RATTAN IN WEST PALM BEACH, 9
FLORIDA, WITH CUSHIONS OF A i
PAOLO MOSCHINO LINEN SURROUND P
A MATTHEW COX TABLE.

R BN RAISIN COTTON
ANACH, TO THE
. y TRA}:E PIERREFREY. COM:

66 It really does feel like a R e " " % }._-..; e
house that grew over time. 99
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RONNIE LINEN BY RITA KONIG
FOR SCHUMACHER; TO THE
TRADE. SCHUMACHER.COM
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AVALON RATTAN DAYBED;
$1,498. SERENAANDLILY.COM

BLL PRODUCTS
COMPANIE%

BERWICK CONSOLE TABLE:
PRICE UPON REQUEST,
ALFREDNEWALL.COM
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