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A custom wicker and leather

log basket (Howe London) INTERIOR DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURE BY Gil Schafer
fits under a black walnut PHOTOGRAPHY BY Ngoc Minh Ngo
console. oPPOsITE: Charger,

Vista Alegre. Dinner plates PRODUCED BY Rachael Burrow

Royal Copenhagen WRITTEN BY Julia Reed




WREATHS AND GARLANDS BY JAYSON MUNN DESIGN

A YEAR OF
ENTERTAINING

IWINTER

i
An enchantingly rustic gathering hubion Lake Champlain becomes a

storybookbackdrop for a family’s winter holiday celebrations with designer

Gil Schafer drawing on farm buildings of centuries past.
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The entry hall is furnished
with a mix of 19th-century
antiques:a Frenchiron
lantern, a German painted
chest of drawers,and a
stickback Windsor chair.

DECK THE HALLS
Interior walls are
crafted of reclaimed
barn wood to infuse
the new building with
old-soul familiarity.




HEN THE MATRIARCH

and patriarch of a sprawling
extended family decided to build
a retreat on the banks of Lake

Champlain in the husband’s home
state of Vermont, they wanted, says
the wife, “anarchitect who could design new build-
ings that looked like old ones.” A friend pointed her
in the direction of Gil Schafer, and the rapport was
instantaneous. “I sensed,” she says, “that Gil's houses
had a real soul” It was indeed a good match, given
soulis exactly what she was after: a companion to the
couple’s Colonial Revival main house for relaxed,
informal get-togethers and festive meals.

“This family is very down-to-earth. They move
like a tribe, and they love it,” Schafer says of the ever-
expanding group of siblings, their children, and the
children’s children. “They don’t care about making an
impression on the outside world. They wanted a big
space to be together, a place where everyone can flop
down on the sofas and stretch out.” Schafer’s solution
was a “barn” in the same style as the farm buildings
on the property but with magnificent 12-foot-tall
sliding doors that frame the views of the water. Pri-
marily consisting of one enormous room with equally
large-scale stone fireplaces on each end, the structure
features a mudroom entryway and bath on one side
and a well-appointed kitchen on the other. The wife,
aninveterate antiquer, filled the kitchen shelves with

RIGHT: The barn is
constructed of
Adirondack gfanite
(also used for the
fireplaces, below),
antique brierwood,
and western red
cedar shingles.

WINTER SLEIGH RIDE
With its original green
paints, a 19th-century
sleigh bed channels
early American
fireside magic.

Schafer outfitted the antique
daybed with a custom tufted
tushion. Daybed, Andrew
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theironstone she haslong collected, as well as a “gor-
geous” creamware set Schafer convinced her to buy
onashoppingtripto London. And it’s frequently put
to good use. “We all love to gather and cook. Every-
body pitches in,” she notes.

The fruits of those labors are then enjoyed at an
18-foot-long table that originally lived in a 17th-cen-
tury monastery. They managed to squeeze 22 around
it at a recent dinner. “We had cocktails in the main
house, after which we wandered down the candle-lit
road to the Lake Barn, where there were a gazillion
more candles on the table. It was really quite magical,”
she recalls. The rustic but grand nature of the table
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“This family is very
_. down-lo-earth. They wanted
.. abig space to be together.”
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{ ~~ —GIL SCHAFER
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CHRISTMAS PAST
Stretching 18 feet, the
French oak refectory

table originally
belonged to a 17th-

century monastery.

A cedar, balsam,
and white pine
garland dresses
the historic table
(Axel Vervoordt)
for Christmas
dinner. Twentieth-
century Czech
convex mirror,
Guinevere. Chairs,
Restoration
Hardware.
Artwork, Al Held




RIGHT: Expansive full-height
sliding doors reveal views of
Lake Champlain. Rattan club

chairs, Bamboo & Rattan

is echoed throughout the space: for example, a pair
of dark walnut console tables designed by Schafer
and made by Sawkille Co., the hip Hudson Valley
firm that does what Schafer calls “a modern riff on
Shaker.” Beneath them are generous custom-made
wicker baskets on wheels from Howe London that
store firewood. “The fireplaces are so huge, and they
burn wood constantly,” he says. “The baskets ensure
that there’s no need to make repeated trips outside”

Schafer referenced the wife’s heritage by making
a study of barns from Norway. “They inspired the
shape of our trusses,” the designer says, adding
that the sliding door into the kitchen is made of
reclaimed barn siding.

It’s poetic, then, that the barn is now home to a hol-
iday tradition that honors the wife's European roots.
“For years, my sister-in-law threw a big buffet-style - %6 ool
Christmas Eve party with lobster thermidor and beef \ %ﬁc ;;.‘ ﬁyﬁ -
stroganoff on toast points, Caesar salad, and a great ' :
dessert,” she says, noting that it’s customary overseas
to celebrate on the 24th rather than the 25th. “We
found that our friends loved coming too, as they had
no Christmas Eve plans either” In recent years, as
children grew up and spread out, the party lapsed.
“But now,” she says, “we can get back to that, and this
iswherewelldoit” 4

ABOVE: On the Christmas tree, RIGHT: The owner displays her
a mercury glass honeycomb globe creamware and ironstone in a
(Napa Home & Garden) adds painted china cabinet and on
patina, as do raw silk garlands. open shelving. Window frame

and muntins, Black Forest
Green by Benjamin Moore
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ALL THE TRIMMINGS_II

Festive, fragrant cedar
garlands highlight
deep green window

frames and muntins. I
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