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History is nothing if not dynamic. As lives evolve, the Giannet-
tis believe, so must the spaces that shelter them. Since this house
serves as the owners’ holiday residence, it had to be functional as
well as relaxing. “We live in the present, not the past.” Steve says.
“These clients had a need for peace and calm.”

The Giannettis, along with their lead designer, Laura Putnam,
set to lightening the entire home, replacing window drapes and
swags with simple linen curtains. They uncovered the antique
wide-plank floors and brightened the envelope with a palette of
soft grays and luminous whites. “Once the visuals gol quieter, the
house could breathe,” Steve says. “You could see the stunning
architecture and really start to feel the house.”

‘A Nevins-designed vegothble -5
gérggp sygrounds a potting'shed”
by architect Gil'Schafer. For more

»details; see Sourcebook.
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A highlight for the Giannettis was the chance to interact with
historic architecture and experience its compelling beauty and
nuance. The artisan’s hand was evident in every post and panel;
the original builders had learned their trades in Europe before
coming to America. “We got to see up close how much the Colo-
nial work had in common with the old European aesthetic we
admire so much,” Steve observes.

One day, Brooke noticed a cabinet where some of the original
18th-century tradesmen had etched their names on the inside
door. “I realized that we are just two in a long line of people who
have had a hand in creating this beautiful place,” she says. By
helping to honor its history, they will likely not be the last. []
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