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From left: Napoleon, the owners’French bulldog, ready to play; the carriage
house, behind a fig-ivy-covered wallthat separates it from the pool.
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A stately Charleston,
South Carolina, carriage house

WHEN SARAH HORTON SAYS THAT HER HOUSE WAS BUILT FOR
entertaining, she really means it. The home—the William C. Gate-
wood House, one of Charleston’s architectural treasures—signified
an attempt by its businessman owner, a newcomer from Virginia in
the 1840s, to fit in among a society of Charleston planters. What bet-
ter way than a party house? After restoring the three-story mansion
a decade ago, Horton and her husband, Ozey, recently turned their
attention to the home’s carriage house, adding a new dimension to
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their entertaining options. “In the main house, the scale of rooms is
so grand it takes your breath away,” says Gil Schafer, the architect
and author of A Place to Call Home who oversaw both projects. “The
carriage house is cozy. | love the counterpoint.” A devoted classicist,
Schafer maintained the period charm while adapting the interior to
create a flexible space. The ground floor has an easy, open flow. “We
tried opening up the rooms without violating the authentic histor-
ic character,” he says. He had plenty of room to work with. Around
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2,100 square feet, the carriage house features three bedrooms and
three baths, a kitchen, and dining and living rooms. Outside, there’s
a delightful brick and oyster shell courtyard designed by the New
York landscape designer Deborah Nevins, discreetly separated from
the main house by a vine-covered brick wall. After all the restoration
work, Sarah was ready to celebrate with a dinner bash. While guests
nibbled on fried green tomatoes in the courtyard, a surprise awaited:
a bagpiper waiting to lead everyone to the meal.—Logan Ward

PRO TIP
Subtle exterior
lighting—candles in
hurricane lanterns
orhardwired
fixtures—adds
evening ambience.
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