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Books to Put
A BQ\_)_V' On

Five volumes with enough spine to
advise your design-addicted

A Paint Box

Quadrille, $35

Guided by 45 themed color palettes (Woodland Spring, Summer
Sorbet), Tricia Guild creates illustrative rooms and vignettes.
Swatches line the edge of each color study’s opening page.
Lessons The shades of the seashore are among the most relax-
ing to live with. Textured wallpaper or textiles counteract coldness.
Then again The swatches represent paints and wallpaper from
the author’s London firm, Designers Guild (wholesale only!).

Ideal for A friend whose water-stained walls have been crying for
her to pick a color already.

(or -challenged) giftees this holiday

EVEN IF YOU KNOW that someone on your gift list ob-
sesses over interior design, books on the subject can miss
the mark. A coffee-table tome dedicated to the wrong de-
signer can be as asa holi-

The Problem With My Garden

Laurence King, $18

A contributor to the website Gardenista, UK horticulturist Kendra
Wilson gently addresses—in an approachably sized, highly
browseable 6.5-inch by S-inch volume—garden issues and dilem-
mas, offering one-page resolu-

day guest. Encyclopedic books on, say, 6th-century Hmpthastag v
Chinese antiques might end up standing in for a
missing dresser leg. And a survey of splendid cha-
teaus is just cruel if you give it to a friend who re-
cently moved into a one-bedroom. Herewith, the
best books that combine beauty and brains—great
photos of enviable spaces plus decorating advice
from the people who created them. Bonus: For
each, we suggest the perfect recipient, so your .
present will be pored over rather than abhorred.

tions to complaints like “My gar-
den is a passageway” and “I
don't like gardening in the cold.”
Lessons Start by the door;
plant annuals in gaps between
new perennials.

Then again Some may conclude
gardening is...really problematic.
Ideal for Gun-shy gardeners;
stumped suburbanites.

A Place to Call Home
Rizzoli, $55

If Norman Rockwell and Stanford
White had a son, he would be ar-
chitect Gil Schafer ll, who melds
craft and emotion in his projects—
the elements, he said, that “drive
the special ship of a home”” Mr.
Schafer leads us through seven
houses, realized with the help of
decorators, that illustrate his brand
of classicism-meets-traditionalism.
Lessons Hardware matters, reinforcing the style of a house at
the micro level—satin nickel for a modern mood, wrought iron for
a timeworn ambience. Create a faux four-poster bed by hanging
curtains from the ceiling.

Then again A few of the topics, like site selection, are once-in-a-
lifetime concerns (if that) for many of us.

Ideal for Warm and fuzzy titans; new vacant-land owners.

A PLACE
TO CALL HOME

Modern Retro Home
Hardie Grant, $40

“Modern Retro” is not an oxymo-
ron. It is, according to Australian in-
terior stylist, Mr Jason Grant, about
scattering style elements of the
1950s, '60s, ‘70s, and even the
'80s, in a contemporary setting.
Recognizably premium vintage fur-
nishings like Panton chairs can play
a part but aren’t essential. A burst
of neon or a touch of macramé can
foster feelings of grooviness just as easily.

Lessons A single pea-green, molded plywood 1946 Eames chair
shouts midcentury modern—you don't need a set. Paint furniture
a similar color to walls to make a space seem larger.

Then again Can “tapware” (faucets) really set the tone for a
whole room?

Ideal for Those who prefer MoMA to the Met; people who wear
boldly patterned socks and shirts but never on the same day.

Living with Pattern
Clarkson Potter, $33
Somewhere between mingy mini-
malism and maniacal maximalism
lies the rationally ornamented world
of Rebecca Atwood. The renowned
textile designer defines pattern
broadly—believing you can achieve
iit through texture, repetition of ob-
jects and negative space, too—
which helps avoid motif overload.
Lessons Break up sheets sets and mix them up for a custom
bedroom look. Pair patterns to make them more dynamic: A
classic ticking stripe becomes edgy and modern alongside an
'80s-inspired geometric print.

Then again Bibliophiles will recoil at Ms. Atwood's advice to
cover distracting book bindings with wrapping o kraft paper.
Ideal for Recovering minimalists; those who share Coldilockss
respect for the happy medium. —Elizabeth Anne Hartman

F. MARTIN RAMIN/THE WALL STREET JOURNAL




