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ON OUR BOOKSHELF

What Makes
a HOME

Gil Schafer I11, author of The Great
American House: Tradition for the Way
We Live Now, has written a new book
titled A Place to Call Home: Tradition,
Style, and Memory in the New American

House—a comprehensive guide to
fashioning a haven. TexrNicoLE castoN

hat the home is a family’s most cherished

place is a central belief for Gil Schafer, whose

love for design originated from a nostalgic

childhood spent at his grand-
mother’s house. From these experiences,
Schafer works tirelessly to design the best
environment for every client. As an archi-
tect, he values the deep connection people
have with their interiors and the way
construction, furnishings, and décor can
flow together for the creation of a beautiful
living space.

Schafer addresses the ambience and
decoration of a dwelling, including finer
details such as those in mouldings, stair-
wells, and doors. One piece of wisdom he
offers is that contrast serves a space well,
especially mixing styles—blending elegant
with simple or traditional with modern.

Homeowners are encouraged to consider the roles
landscaping and natural lighting play in the functionality
of daily life. Surroundings are crucial in each of Schafer’s
projects; he assesses how clients want to feel in their homes
and offers suggestions from everything on renovations to
envisioning small changes that will brighten an abode.

This book focuses on the remarkable grounds of
seven estates spread from the East Coast to the West.
With distinctive images throughout designed to inspire
a home’s transformation, Schafer provides his site plans
for the residences to reveal every awe-inspiring angle. He
shares stories on each house and his interactions with
clients, all the while demonstrating that every home is
wholly unique.
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The warmth from natural wood floors contrasting
bright, colorful textiles can be seen throughout

Gil Schafer’s work. Though he has a signature style, the
architect works closely with each homeowner to ensure
the interior design reflects the family’s preferences.




