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AWARD-WINNING ARCHITECT GILSCHAFER
believes the most successful houses are the ones
that celebrate the real moments of life—houses
with timeless charm that are imbued with

memory and anchored in a distinct sense of place.

“For me,” says Schafer, “architecture is never
about a theoretical idea. Rather, the question is
always, ‘How does it feel?
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Gil Schafer

An Acclaimed Classical Architect With A

Flair For Design Makes Tradition Modern

All Over Again.
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- ARCHITECT, GIL SCHAFER

A PLACE
O CALL HOME

“I design houses not for an architect’s ego, but
for the beauty of life, the joys of family, and, not
least, a heartfelt celebration of place.”

Schafer, the grandson and great grandson of architects, was
exposed to life in a variety of places over the course of his child-
hood—from New York City to Ohio, from California’s central
coast to his beloved grandmother’s pink house in Georgia—each
contributing to his sense of how architectural traditions and
lifestyle are influenced by context.

After graduating with his Masters
from the Yale School of Architecture,
Schafer worked at several distin-
guished residential architecture prac-
tices before opening his
Manhattan-based firm in 2002. Since
then he’s become a figurehead in the
architectural community. He is a
trustee of the Thomas Jefferson Foun-
dation, and served as president and
chairman of the Institute of Classical
Architecture & Art for over a decade.
He’s also a successful author; his first
book, The Great American House, is a
modern classic, and his highly antici-
pated second book, A Place to Call
Home, will be out in October.

Ultimately, the houses Schafer designs are more than just
beautiful buildings in beautiful places. In each of them, he
creates a dialogue between past and present, a personalized
world that people can inhabit gracefully, in sync with their own

¥ 1 ; notions of home. Because, as Schafer says, “I design houses not
Top meHT A historic carriage house, restored and transformed into a for an architect’s ego, but for the beauty of life, the joys of family,

modern day guesthouse. Top LEFT An exquisitely carved antique Federal
mantlepiece found for a new riverfront house is accentuated by a bold,

and, not least, a heartfelt celebration of place.” ch

block print wallpaper. aBove An enfilade with French doors opens up this

historic carriage house to the garden beyond. www.gpschafer.com
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