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PILASTER AND PROPORTION Above, a rendering of a house by Peter Pennoyer in the Lowcountry style for the Ford Pl ion, a devel in Rict d Hill, Ga. Gil Schafer, top left, has lonic columns in his Man-

hattan living room. Top middle left, a Corinthian column in Fort Myers, Fla. Top middle right, from left to right, Paul Gunther, Anne Fairfax and Richard Sammons. Top right, a cupola designed by Mr. Pennoyer.
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CUTTINGS

‘Save on the Bouquet, Splurge on the Kisses

By KEN DRUSE

Long before 1-800-Flowers, ProFlowers.com or the Internet

there was Florists’ Telegraph Delivery. The golden Mercury FTD

symbol in the window of flower shops evokes memories of old-fashioned ar-

rangements with stuffed teddy bears bearing marigolds, ceramic dish gar-
dens and waxy chocolate hearts.

But these days even FTD, now Florists’ Transworld Delivery, has Mar-
tha-style bouquets of roses in simple vases. Martha Stewart offers straight-
forward bouquets at a sensible price through ProFlowers.com (www
.proflowers.com/marthasflowers). And if your pocketbook allows, Calyx &
Corolla (www.calyxandcorolla.com) will send blossoms in abundance.

A click of the mouse may be the last recourse for a forgetful spouse, but
what if you want to say something more personal? Prices for power ar-
rangements from premium florists start at around $75 in New York City,
and continue upward seemingly without limit. But a flower arranger may
lurk inside everyone, Why not release it? All it takes to make something for
your valentine is $50, time and talent. Good taste is optional. The results
may not say “I love you" in a conventional way, but they will show how
much you care.

To demonstrate what can be done on the cheap I asked five flower lov-
ers (a group that included no florists but did have an art photographer and a
baker) to create a Valentine’s Day bouquet for a friend or a family member,
real or imagined, on a budget of $50. That had to cover all materials includ-
ing the container, unless the participant was recycling something. (I expect-
ed to see at least one porcelain heirloom or a lithographed olive oil tin.)

As it turned out, three of the arrangements were for daughters (age §,
18 and 50), one was for a boyfriend and one was a gift to the world. I as-

Continued on Page 10 s

CAN you put a price on love? How about §502

: CONFECTION With a budget and a mission to forgo the usual

bouquet, Kit Barker made a creamy topping of tulips, sweet-

heart roses and white carnations in floral foam over a layer
of gumdrops, adding a ruffed edge of Bells-of-Ireland.

Photographs by Wads Watson for The New York Times
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