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A Brand-New
Very Old House

By KATHRYN MATTHEWS

ié HEN did vou finish the renovation?” un-

suspecting visitors would ask Gil Schaf-

er, a Manhattan architect, when they

first saw his Greek Revival-style week-
end house in Dutchess County, MY, They were always
taken aback when told that it was brand-new. [U's a grat-
ifying compliment for Mr. Schafer, who designed his
mew howse, built in 1999, to emulate the Greek Revivals
nearby, most of which are well
over 150 years old,

“People also perceive a
timeworn quality because my
house fits naturally into iis
physical surroundings,” Mr
Schafer said. This, too, 15 no
accident.

The idea Mr. Schafer exe-
cuted so successfully — a tra-
ditional-looking CoUntry
house, outfitted with modern
plumhbing and state-of-the-art
infrastructure (no ancient fur-
naces or fragile pipes, thank
vaou! ), that can accommiodate a
casual lifestyle — captivated
many of the people who saww 1L
Soon, admirers of the house
became clients, By 2002, Mr.
Schafer had enough of a fol-
PEIL MAKIFEILE PO THE MEW FOEKE TIMES lowing to start his own firm,

mipoLEFIELD Gil Schafer’s Greek Witk hesicdes Sing Tesoan-

z BT tial removations and restorae
Revival howsze, butlt in 1999, tions, specializes in what he

calls the “new-old” house, It
was a development he had not planned when he built
his awm place.

“I never intended 1o build a 3-D portfolio!” he said
with a laugh.

In the early 19%0s, when Mr, Schafer was a young
architect living in Mew York, he began to dream of buy-
ing — and restoring — a 19th-cemury Greck Revival
house in the Hudson Valley as a weekend retreatl. His
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orrans From the kefy, the enrance to the new Greek: Revival hossse of Gil Schader, below, in Duichess County, M.Y: the handles on the mbinets only kok old; o ypically ornate stairvase.
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