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Architect Gil Schafer transforms a Greenwich Village apartment into
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Classic Column

Architect Gil Schater creatied
a serean of bame calumns Ao
dnide the gallery fromm the

I 'I:":".*':'"_:f"il":_'l'.‘f'[l.iﬁ.' arcnitect
Winard Lefevers town house
pattern books, The oisp
egg-and-clart detailing on the
capital and the LONVETence
of the shaft’s flutes were
dLIEVEC Oy N 885 Tnan

hres [eams .\,!:r artisans

¢ Good bones” is a phrase often used ro describe the solid
"~ 4 structure and intricate detailing of old buildings. But
¥ what if those good bones have been lost or altered over

time? Architect Gil Schafer 11T of G, P Schafer Architect

was faced with this dilemuma when he purchased an 1850s
town house apartment in a historic section of New York's
Greenwich Village. The previous owners had added rwenteth-
century Modernist elements while maintaining some nineteenth-
century ltalianate flourishes. Schafer set our to restore the
mid-nineteenth-century classical archivectural detailing o the
H-square-foot living space while updating the layout for a con-
tempoarary lifestyle.

The ariginal room arrangement was a tiple parlor plan, which
divided the space into three small areas. Schater combined the front and
center rooms into one large living/dining room. Just off the sitdng area,
he created an intimate gallery screened by two lonic colomns, The 13-
foot ceiling was by far his greatest challenge in designing the space.
“There is more square footage on the walls than there is on the floorn”
says Schafer. To remedy these awkward dimensions, he designed appro-
priately proportioned elements such as a 9-foot mahogany hookease, 4
classical fricze over the door, and a large mantelpiece to anchor the all
double-cntry doars, The following phots and captions describe in
dlewail the good bones inspired by the past in this classic city rereat.
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In Comfort
The main room consists of
the living/dining room as well

as a small gallery,
screened Dy two lonic
calumns. These columns
calance the 12-foot
windows on the opposite
end of the room, Schafar
Qesged a manogany boak-
case to anchar the firenlace
mantal along the same wal
e room's decor wes
napired by the 19208 and
19305 interars of David
Alder and Frances Elkins, 3
farmouws design feam of ther
time. Schafer incorparated a
numther of antigue pieces

;
ard camfy uphalstered chalrs

nio the space. Graek Reviva
dog-eared door maldings
and faux-paimted mahogany
eloars are found throughout
he rl|3'¢:'|lfil'7'"'
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Windows on the Past
The windows were in such
disrepair that Schafer had to
replace them. He designed
exact replicas as well as
jamb-paneled folding interior
shutters based on an 1830s
Minard Lefever drawing.
Once closed, the shutters
offer yet another barrier
between the city outside
and the inviting home. The
antique dining table duals
as a writing desk.

Bookstand Beauty

No detail was left to chance,
as seen in the design of this
mahogany bookstand. Note
how the warm terra-cotta
custom cross-hatch glazing
on the walls plays off the rich
tones of the mahogany.
Craftsman Laszlo Sallay built
the bookcase from Schafer’s
measured drawing. The John
A. Weidl Company

created the custom wall
color for Schafer.

For Resources, see page 80.
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Key Elements

The mantelpiece is custom
scagliola—a colored and
polished pk made to look
like veined marble. This
design techni

popular in the

in the 1920s and

can be found in many New
York town houses. The
design of the mantel was
inspired after one of architect
Asher Benjam tern
books of the mid-1800s.
Note the Greek key pattern,
a classical element Schafer

uses throughout the room.
Scagliola artisan Ahmad
Suleiman of Doylestown,
Pennsylvania, fabricated
the piece.
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