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Yesterday’s Kitchen Today

want o bring an old soul 10 vour new Kitchen? Here are five miricks tor
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||i~..||rri1'.|.||!.'. Litechens  have warmead,
protected, and nurtured families, both
physically and emotionally. Even with
the advernt of modern Il'_'L'l'II'I.II]Il'!I:.'. the
L:it::hen rg_'rll,aink a4 ‘iq‘ﬂtilll{'“t:ﬂ[ space,
decply tied to history, says Pasadena,
California, designer Liza Kerrigan of
Blue Stmudio, “We are 2o mechanized thae
there is something wonderful and imme-
diate about touching a buders pantry
with an old sink,” she S1Y5. With 1||-c!.’|:|.'.1
wide selection of products, there are
many ways to bring the craftsmanship,
texture, and sty le of an older kirchen into
al EREWET h.lll:l:ll.'-

Here are five tips from our panel of
design experts for all dhings old.

1. Reimagine the Space

“This might be radical, but forget for
a minute about its function of being a
kitchen,” says Kerrigan, because many
of the oldest kivchens were just spaces or
rocmis that evolved inio bitchens. *1 ke
a kitchen that doesn'Tt scream "kicchen,”
she :q.:'l:l.'\.. Theres a lovely makeshifh |:|_u:l|-

i11_.' :||rrr1:|t many new ul-,.| |'|-:1|.|~:._: l"il:-i_'ht.':n'\.'.
After all, some of the best cuisine s pre-
pared on rough wooden cutting boards
||:|I|| il:l '::IIII !‘:I.rl'l'l "ail'll:h.

“T ¢all it an unheed kirchen," says
Montpelier, Vermont, architcet Sandy
Vieethum. “It's more of a :|.|'|'|'||_:.' Space,
where you only have as much storage
as vou really need for everyday use and
vou're using pieces of furnitere thar have
Al i|.|1.'||.l':l:|. ol their own rather than just
banks of cabinets.™ That way, the focus is
on prepaning food, having conversations,
and helping people relax—all elements
of old kivchens, Rerrigan is of a similar
mimd and often opts not o do upper
cabinets; instead, she will hide storage jé S fau
in a thick wall or a deep pantry. “We can
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plan our storage so well now,” she says,
Lining a wall with floor-to-ceiling cabi-
ncts is not the only oprion.

2. Create a Hearth

“In colonial kitchens, the fireplace was
the center focus of the room and where
people gathered,” says Vitzthum. “I
still like too make the stove the primary
focus.” She will spend more time search-
ing out the right spove than she'll spend
on any other appliance because it sets the
tone for the room. She likes the ranges
from AGA and Heartland because they
have a presence and starre about them
that help create that older feel. Beyond
choosing the stove itself, Vitethum says,
its about composing the wall properly.
“You dont want the hearth too erowd-
ed—I like space on ether side because
there should be room for gathering or
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multiple people working," she says.
Even though they are a twenti-
eth-century invention, range hoods are
another opportunity to add character
and presence w0 your new old house
kivchen, 5AV5 Middlevow n, Yirgimia,
architect Russell Versaa, principal in
Russell Versaci Architecture and author
of Keers of Home: Onr Joerney 1 a New
CHd Heowee (launton 2008y “T'll some-
times fabricate a range hood from cop-
per,” he savs, becanse it has an old feel.

i. Choose Appropriate Materials

Versac almost always opts for durable
materials when designing new old house
livchens because older lhrchens were
buile vo last and to look better (not
worse) with wear and tear—that’s part
of that *makeshift™ quality thar defines

them. *It wsed o be common to use
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stainless steel or copper for countertops,
both of which are extremely durable,”
he says. “I like to use them in small por
tions—a detall here and there.” Sinks
and countertops fabricated cntirely of
soapstone are another favorite,

“I bove stone in a new old house
kitchen, but what kind depends on your
threshold for stain,” says New York
{:i.l}"—l'us.l:l:l architect Gil Schafer, prin=
cipal of G.P. Schafer Architect. Marble
can be tricky; some types develop a nice
patina with age, whereas others look
terrible with any kind of wear, He often
opts for absolute black granite with an
acid wash finish for texture, which is
mostly impervious. “Burcher hlock is
another grear option for counters, and
it less expensive,” he sayvs.

Wherever you get a chance to use
old wood, jump ar the opportunity,
LAV Vergaci. ®1 love g !'qlr:lg'r.u_l Jntiqw.-
Hoor, I've worked with old tobaceo farm
boards, which have a great rough-sawn
finish bur are very comfortable on vour
feer,” he explains, A quick search can
turn up lots of companies that deal in
repurposed wood; Versact likes Carlisle
Wide Plank Floors for their salvage
selection.

4. Furnish with Charm

These |:|:|:|.':q., there are some gl:_l-l,ﬂ_| alf-
the=shelf period-style cabinets availahle
from manufacturers like Plain and Fancy
or Kennebec, and custom options are
limitless. Keep in mind, however, that
a new ald howse kbitchen dossnt need
to conform to any one style and that
authenticity doesnt necessarily spring
from votal historical AOCUTICY. It mnre
about the feel that you're creating in
vour kitchen with your choices. *1 love
that todays appliances can be concealed
by cabinetry,” Schafer says, He tries
to hide modern appliances like refrig-
erators, dishwashers, and microwaves
whenever possible because it helps cre-
ate a more seambess furmiture look,
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Inspired by the past.
And a‘hejhmre.
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With reliable JELD-WEN"
windawi snd doori, you
can achieve architectial
accuracy while snturing
lasting beauty and emergy
atliciency. 5o they'ré ideal for
renowation poojects. To lean
more, request our Historic
Hemovation brochure by
calling LBO0.BTT7.94B2 ext
#9656, or visit our website
www [eld-wan.com/ 9966
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Definitely make the most of the
areas where You Can \'..I"ﬂ['. 1T rporate

thar found |-.:-||1. such as vour kitchen
table, your sink, and your display picces.

“You shouldn't be afraid wo wuch
these spaces. Thats whiy I like pieces that
can take abuse and look better for ic”
Vitethum says. Antique and distressed
tables and chairs, well-worn butlers pan-
trics, and farm sinks (Kohler even makes
one now) are rich in histoncal charm—
even better, they're durable.

5. et the [Derails Highi

“I like to keep the look of the entire
kitchen as if its one thoughe,” Versaci
:1'.1:|'.h. and that extends vo even the smalles
derails. He wall 1.|1|.'|1;| honrs '|'m11'|1_'_r ver
culil |.'.||I:||-::-_|_hl'\-~ and referemce books o get
ideas for detailing, things like the cabinet
moldings, the shape of the paneling, the
|.i1._f|'|!i|:|.!.:, and the hardware, “Its so casy
to overlook the hardware,” Versacl says.
“Te’s a small dewail, bur iv's one You towch

all the time.” You don't have to spend a
fortune tracking down custom hardware;
retailers like Resworation Hardware have
1:||-:|:|l'. of good options these days, he
sayvs, He also likes Crown City Hardware
and, for a high=end opton, Manz Custom
Hardware.

Wherher you have hundreds of daol-
lars or tens of thousands of dollars
o spend to get the new old look,
reallv comes down o heing in love
with everything vou choose and know-
ing why you want it. “Creating a new
old house kitchen has ur.ntl'um to do
with the romance of the [rEsL, h.erlg in
'q."l'l.‘\.. =Fill yoAnr L|I|.|1-::1s .,1_||:'|:. ol 1|'|||1-'r-.
that ave been designed for specific
purposes,” she says, and the rest will fall
into place.

Judi Kerteler is a freclamee writer lving in
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