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inspiration!

ROMANTIC, NOSTALGIC AND BEYOND COZY:
AN OLD LAKE COTTAGE THAT'S FILLED WITH

ALL THE CREATURE COMFORTS

CHRISTOPHER PETKANAS: | never knew | wanted a lake house
until seeing this one in western Connecticut.

GIL SCHAFER: The house was built in 1939 as a simple cottage
with a porch wrapping two sides. But over the vears it had lost
its charm, due to benign neglect and unsympathetic renova-
tions—vou know, aluminum Si(]ing, asphalt rnnﬁllg, Sheetrock.
When we were setting up the first meeting with the client,
he said, ‘You can’t miss it—it’s the ugliest house on the lake.
He was right. It was falling down around itself. We restored
the structural integrity and spirit of the place
and added some classical detailing, such as
the porch columns. The columns, the cedar-
shingle facade, the bead board, the cottage-
style windows on the second floor—they
were meant to appcal to the client’s love
of old lake cottages.

What was the goal for the interior?

A traditional vet fresh updated feeling. We
wanted to open it up to the light and give it a
relaxed livability. The plank and bead board walls were painted
light colors, and all the Aloors on the second Aoor were painted
in different colors to give each room a different character.

How did you choose the colors?

I worked with the color consultant Fve Asheraft. She grew up
on a lake in Michigan, so she knows what this kind of house
is all about. For color inspiration and color combinations, she
looked to vintage awning stripe fabrics from the 4os, vintage
pillow ticking, the dark blue of a nautical flag. She had an old
canvas tarp in mind when she painted the porch floor. Painting
the interiors of kitchen cabinets a contrasting color you cannot
fail to notice—in this case granny apple green—is something
both Eve and I love to do. Aside from supplying a shot of color,
it sets off your china. Why not?

Who lives here?

Asingle guy in his forties who owns a national media company.
It's a weekend house that he furnished in a relaxed, low-mainte-
nance way with the help of a California decorator, David Reed.
There are a lot of pieces from the Paris flea market and local
antiques shops, plus Mitchell Gold and Bob Williams upholstery,

OPPOSITE: A private dock is the ultimate
lake cottage accessory, a place for doz-
ing, diving, daydreaming: choose your
pastime. Throughout the summer the
owner of the rehabilitated 1939 cottage
in Connecticut entertains guests by run-
ning them across the lake for picnics in
a classic 1960s Chris-Craft motorboat.
Lanterns and towels from L.L. Bean.

Pierce Martin wicker, and iron beds from Charles P. Rogers.
Some of the nicest things belonged to his grandmother, like
the white-lacquered 'sos rattan sofa and armchair on the porch.
It all reminds me of a fishing camp, but an idealized whistle-
clean version.

One of the things you're responding to is the rustic wall planks.
We deliberately hung them so the nailheads and seams would
be visible. As far as I'm concerned, the bigger the gaps, the
better. But whereas at a camp the boards would be left raw,
we painted them and the trim white—Benja-
min Moore’s White Dove. We were after the
freshest, brightest, cleanest look we could get.
Did you increase the size of the house?

We were constrained by local architectural
review boards to limit the size of the cottage
to its original footprint. The total surface on
two levels is not more than 1,800 square feet,
and yet the client wanted a kitchen, a dining
room, a screened porch, a living room, four
bedrooms, and three baths, one with a dressing alcove. [t was a
little bit like fitting an elephant into a matchbox, but we were
able to make it work. We took advantage of every nook and
cranny. Even the seats of the dining room banquettes lift to store
bottled water and soda and other supplies.

The enfilades along the perimeter of the house do a good job of
fooling you into thinking it's much bigger than it really is.
Linking up views through doorways and windows is something
we do a lot in our projects. From the dining room, you look
through French doors to the sereened porch, then through to
the master bedroom. The view terminates in a window framing
a beautiful sculptural moss-covered boulder.

And there are beautiful views of the lake.

The one thing in the cottage that had survived the many renova-
tions, and that I loved and found quirky, was this huge, nearly
floor-to-ceiling window overlooking the porch in the living room.
But as much as I wanted to keep it, it robbed the room of light.
"To open the space up to the water, we replaced the window with
three pairs of French doors. Now the inside is truly connected

to the outside. PRODUCED BY SENGA MORTIMER
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THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP;
The cottage is nestled in a rocky
ravine on a small wooded rise.
Architect Gil Schafer converted
an open porch to a screened
porch and, next to it, a dining
room. Color expert Eve Ashcraft
chose Narragansett Green

for the porch floor and Stoning-
ton Gray for the ceiling, both
from Benjamin Moore. Schafer
and garden designer Michael
Trapp restored an outdoor
fireplace, making it the focal
point of the terrace. A guest
room is furnished with a bedside
table that belonged to the
owner's grandmother, and an
early-20th-century wicker
lounge chair from ABC Carpet &
Home. oPPOSITE: Wicker
footstools from Crate & Barrel
serves as side tables for the
living room chaise from Mitchell
Gold + Bob Williams.






THIS PAGE: Casement windows
wrap the dining room, providing
wide-open views of the lake.
Navy chairs from Design Within
Reach. Mitchell Gold + Bob
Williams pillows. Early-2oth-
century French factory lights
from R.T. Facts. Glassware on

- the farm table is from Source

Perrier. 0PPOSITE: Like the
dining room !Igor. the kitchen

floor is painted in Pratt &
Lambert's Gunnel. Ceiling lights
are from Urban Archaeology,
cabinet hardware from Sun
Valley Bronze. Elkay stainless-
steel Farmhouse sink, Barber
Wilsons polished nickel faucet,
Sub-Zero refrigerator.




THIS PAGE: Drawing on memories
of a childhood spent on a lake

in Michigan, color consultant
Eve Ashcraft painted the walls
of a guest bedroom Fresh Cream
and the floor Windsor Blue

in WithStand oil gloss enamel,
both from Pratt & Lambert.
Trim is Benjamin Moore's White
Dove. A flower painting by

California artist Lois Howard
hangs above a bed from
Charles P. Rogers. OPPOSITE:
Cabinet, sink, and faucets

are by Waterworks. The floor is
painted with Péridot in oil gloss
enamel by Pratt & Lambert.
FOR MORE DETAILS, SEE RESOURCES.
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inspiration! —

1. “We covered the exterior of
the house with wood shingles
because it sits by LAKE
WARAMAUG. Shingles are not
necessarily the architectural
style of the area, but they
resonated for me.”

2. "It was the ngliest house on
the lake, but underneath vou got
the sense that it felt sort of like
SUMMER CAMP.”

3. The memory of OLD
PORCHES ENCASED IN GLASS
PANES led to the bank of
windows on the exterior walls
of the dining room.

4, “Lately, I've been looking
at the colors and compositions
of WHISTLER LANDSCAPES ~

5. Eve Asheraft Studio developed
the paint colors for this project.
The floor colors were inspired by
STRIPED AWNING FABRICS froin
the 1940s.

6. JACQUES WIRTZ GARDENS
are classically based but
cnnlplclc]\' nris_;imﬂ.

x
o
=)
1]
lad
-
=)
4
a
&
L
r 4
o
)
Lt
Q

7. “I'm a maniac about
HARDWARE. | cre the rustic
simplicity of Sun Valley Bronze's
is appropriate for the cottage.”

8. 'I'he architecture and designs
of COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG.
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don’t forget...

*Natural light

‘All of the Belgian design books from
Beta-Plus Publishing

‘Garden pavilions

*Swedish Classicism. “It has a
simplification of detail that

translates well to American houses”

‘Sash windows with a divided pane of
glass above and a single pane below

‘The interior designer Frances Elkins
and her brother, the architect David
Adler—both are legendary

-Cove Landing, an antiques and home

furnishings shop on Lexington Avenue
in New York City
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