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In the living reom of a Hudson Valley house
designed by architect Gil Schafer and deco-
rated by Miles Redd, the sofas, upholstered
in a Clarence House fabric, and the mahoga-
ny console bookcases are custom made.
The tufted chair was purchased at auction;

a painting by Tim Kent is displayed above a
mantel designed by Schafer. See Resources.




A LOOK TO THE PAST

ARCHITECT GIL SCHAFER AND ll]"{',ll'l.[{.-"l[l'{”{ MILES REDD COLEABORATE ON A CLASSIC YET
VIVID HOUSE IN UPSTATE NEW YORK THATEMBODIES THE BEST.OF FRADITION
Text by Cynthia Kling « Photography by William Waldron - Stvled by Carlos Mota






CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: The house's front facade.

The entrance hall’s walls were hand-painted by Chris
Pearson; the Art Deco table lamps are Greek, and the
stair runner is by Stark. A 19th-century center table in
the living room is surrounded with leather-upholstered
Biedermeier chairs. FACING PAGE: The colors of the
circa-1880 Persian Sultanabad in the living room are
repeated in the Cowtan & Tout cotton used on the
bergére, in the curtains of Jim Thompseon silk, and in
the Kravet silk that sheathes the walls. See Resources.

TS NOT AN UNCOMMUON fantasy among
sophisticated Manhattanites—trading in the urban
digs (while maintaining a pied-a-terre, of course) for
a great old house in Mew York's historic Hudson
Valley—one with big fireplaces and lots of room for
grandchildren and guests, as well as views of some
of America’s loveliest countryside.

That's exactly what a financier and his wife, a for-
mer antiques dealer, were looking for when, after
renting in the area for several years, they decided to
make the leap and trade in their Upper East Side
townhouse for a place in the country. Then reality hit.
“We looked for ages,” says the wife. *“Most of the
houses were dark and close to the road.” Not to
rmantion they are often jumbled on top of one an-
other and, with their huge rooms, difficult to heat in
the winter and codl in the summer.

Then they were invited to architect Gil Schafer's
annual summer cocktail party. “When we got there,
| said to my husband, 'This is the most extraordinary



The kitchen cabinets are custom made,
and the vent hood is by Wolf; the
19th-century chairs are upholstered in
a Bennison fabric. FACING PAGE: The
butler's pantry is painted Hague Blue
by Farrow & Ball. See Resources.




Greek Revival,'" she recalls. *It didn't have any of
the problems of the other old houses in the area.”

It turns out that Schafer, a classical architect fa-
mous for his exacting restorations, had built the
place himself. The couple immediately realized
that the old-new solution was their answer—the
design of an old house, with its elegant propor-
tions, infused with a contemporary layout and
conveniences. They found a piece of land amid the
horse country of Millbrook and hired Schafer.
The last piece of the puzzle fell into place when
Schafer suggested Miles Redd as decorator.
Redd was the ideal choice, because, the wife ac-
knowledges, | was looking for someone with a
cartain whimsy. | tend to be more classical in my
tastes, and | needed someone to push me a little."

Still, this was a group with strong opinions. The
situation could have been contentious, but, in fact,
it turned into the bast kind of creative collaboration.
Schafer's original drawings were largely inspired
by traditional two-story Greek Revivals. "But | knew
| wanted the house to live right for us,” the wife says,
“not just look right.” She was concerned that stairs
could become a problern as she and her husband
grew clder, or if one of them were to have a
horseback-riding accident. So she asked Schafer
to add wings on either side, for a master bedroom
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suite and a large Kitchen area. The additions give
the structure the feel of a Palladian villa and help it
nestle serenely into the landscape.

How do you begin decorating a 7,500-square-foot
housa? “It was important to consider Gil's marvelous
architecture,” says Redd. “The proportions, the
moldings, and the amazing staircase set the tone.”
He found a Sultanabad rug in rich hues of peacock-
blue with greens and reds. “That was the spring-
board forus,” he explains, and its palette ultimately
provided the subtle cobesion of color that holds true
throughout the rooms.

In the entrance hall, after trying several wall finishes,
the trio chose peacock stripes sparked by tangerine
lamps, introducing the key color and establishing the
elegant yet whimsical spirit of the interior. Beyond the
entry colonnade is an expansive living room domi-
nated by teal curtains and celery silk walls that also
reiterate the colors of the Sultanabad. “The acidy
loden sofas, animal print, and ikat pillows—that's
Miles,” says the wife. *He has an extraordinary feel-
ing for that one oddball thing that will make a room
sing. The black mantels were Gil's designs, and
| just fipped over themn.”

Redd, who understands how hue can add emo-
tion and flow to a house, repeated the celery color
in the couple's bedroom with a de Gournay wall
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: The walls of a guest room are
covered in a Georges Le Manach cotton, and the
19th-century bamboo bed is dressed with Matouk
linens. The master bedroom’s Directoire armchair is
upholstered in Edelman leather, and the console
and lamp were found at auction; the curtains are of
a Clarence House silk, and the wall covering is by
de Gournay. The pewder room sink by 5t. Thomas
Creations has Barber Wilsons fittings; the walls are
covered in cork, the mirror is custom made, and the
sconce is from Ann-Morris Antiques. FACING PAGE: In
the master bedroom, the wrought-iron bed by Oscar
de la Renta is fitted with a canopy of silk by Roger
Arlington Designs; the bedding is by E. Braun & Co.,
and the bench is 19th century. See Resources.
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covering. But when he suggested the butler's pantry
be lacquered marine-blue, the wife initially resisted.
“I wanted a subdued New England color, like putty,”
she explains, “but Miles said, “You have to go with me
on this.' | struggled, and then tald him, ‘Miles, | am
going to give you this, because you have given me
what | want." The minute it was donea, | saw how bril-
liant it was, relating the blues throughout the rooms,
My choice would have just disappeared.”

For all the understated grandeur and rich color
Redd brought to the project, Schafer made sure the
house functions beautifully. Two bedrooms upstairs
serve as private quarters for guests—ideal for the
owners” young grandchildren. In the library,
the touch of a button transforms the mirror above
the fireplace into a television. The floors throughout,
of reclaimed antique ocak, can stand up to Amber
and Chloe, the couple's Brittany spanigls. “I'm a nut
about livability,” Schafer says. “| think you can get a
formal house to bend bath ways,” =




