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truth in decorating

Arch1tect Gil Schafer and interior designer Francine Gardner survey the best in
e - outdoor seating, from functional to fancy
Photography by Pierre Chanteau - Produced by Alison Hall

Mother Nature doesn’t. There are benches that work with formal gar-
- dens of clipped yew or in beachy settings with billowing grasses and
fields of wildflowers. And as designer and Intérieurs owner Francine
Gardner and neoclassic architect Gil Schafer understand, there’s more
to consider than just style. Do you want a bench for lounging, for din-
ing, or for cocktails? Da you plan to have it stay out year-round, or are
you prepared to have it hibernate indoors? Once you take your needs
into consideration, you'll be sitting pretty on a summer afternoon. >

HAIR AND MAKEUP: MARGRET AVERY FOR LACHAPELLE REPRESENTATION




truth in decorating

CHINESE CHIPPENDALE
BENCH BY O’BRIEN
IRONWORKS .

“You could use this inside, it's got such
a great look,” says Schafer. “It comes
in other colors, but the red makes it
more contemporary.” Gardner stresses
its formality: “I'd prefer it in black, on
a parterre of boxwood and yew. It
would also be lovely on a city terrace.”
Length: 72"; height: 40.5"; depth: 20.5";
seat height: 17"; material: hand-forged iron
in Chinese-red powder-coated finish (avail-
able in other colors and sizes); delivery:
4-5 weeks; price: 51,100

ARBOR BENCH FROM
JANUS ET CIE
“This is ideal for a shade garden,”
proclaims Gardner. “It's so organic in
style—it deserves to be in a lush,
sheltered place. Or it would be a nice
rustic touch in a townhouse garden.”
Schafer agrees: “This is extremely
well made, and antique versions are
hard to find. Plus, you can leave it
outside throughout the winter.”
Length: 61"; height: 37"; depth: 31"; seat
height: 17"; material: cement on metal
frame; delivery: 4 weeks; price: $1,980

SEAL COVE SETTEE BY
WEATHEREND
“Now this one screams out beach,”
says Gardner. “l envision it—or better
yet, a pair—surrounded by wild
grasses on a seaside terrace. It’s
perfect for cocktails.” Schafer con-
curs: “| really like this look, Arts
and Crafts meets Art Deco steam-
ship. Weatherend is famous for this

finish—it will last 100 years.”

Length: 60"; height: 29"; depth: 24"; seat
height: 17"; material: mahogany in Yacht fin-
ish (available in teak and other colors and
sizes); delivery: 12-14 weeks; price: 54,200

LEAGRAVE BENCH BY
JULIAN CHICHESTER FOR
HENRY HALL DESIGNS
“The scale, the thickness, and the
design call for a classical setting,”
Schafer points out. “But it could
work in a minimalist garden as well.”
Gardner, however, considers it “very
refined, tailor-made for a formal
country house. In truth, | can’t imag-
ine it anywhere else!”

Length: 71"; height: 40"; depth: 27";
seat height: 16"; material: unfinished teak
(available in sealed teak and a smaller
size); delivery: 2-10 weeks; price: $2,000

FIONA LOVE SEAT BY
MAINE COTTAGE
“This gives granny’s wicker an up-
date,” jokes Schafer. “The color
is fun, but it’s not that versatile, so

- I'd probably opt for a neutral.” No

way, says Gardner. “I'd spray-paint
it orange to highlight its funky, 1960s
Pop-Victorian quality. And it’s even
more durable than real wicker.”
Length: 49.5"; height: 36"; depth: 26"; seat
height: 19"; material: Viro synthetic fiber on
aluminum frame (available in other colors);
delivery: 6 weeks; price: $1,190

]

GIULIETTA BENCH BY
SERRALUNGA FROM THE
CONRAN SHOP
“l see this nestled by the dunes, with
the ocean as a backdrop,” says
Gardner. “It's easy—you plop it down
and get a margarita. And the plastic
makes it whimsical. It's a bit Philippe
Starck but not as quirky.” Schafer
calls it “postmodern, playful, and a
bargain. It's perfect poolside, on a
terrace, or in the garden.”

Length: 71"; height: 39"; depth: 25"; seat
height: 17"; material: polyethylene; deliv-
ery: 7-10 days; price: $555

AMERICAN DINING SERIES
BENCH BY DELGRECO & CO.
“Perfect for an oceanside house,”
raves Schafer. “It's beautifully crafted,
with a gentle slope to the seat, and it
will look fantastic when it weathers.”
Gardner likes it, too. “Sleek and stark
yet so comfortable,” she says. “The
price is a bit high, but you get what
you pay for, and this baby will last.”
Length: 75"; height: 30"; depth: 22"
seat height: 17"; material: African maho-
gany in oiled finish (available in natural
finish and other sizes); delivery: 10-12
weeks; price: $3,250

CHINOISERIE BENCH BY
MCKINNON AND HARRIS
“The proportions are elegant, and the
aluminum makes it lightweight yet it's
still substantial,” says Gardner. “It
would be great for dining.” Schafer
adds, “The back gives a twist to a
classical form, so it’s a nice way to
make a modern setting less severe.”
Length: 60"; height: 41"; depth: 23.5"; seat
height: 17"; material: wrought aluminum in
natural-bronze finish (available in other

colors and a larger size); delivery: 10-12
weeks; price: $5,700

WIREWORK BENCH BY
MARSTON & LANGINGER
“This would be so pretty in a city
garden,” declares Gardner, “almost
like a sculpture. And | could see it
in the garden room of a cottage or
even in a dressing room.” Schafer
admires its details: “The height of
the arm feels right, the wirework is
lovely, and the price is reasonable.”
Length: 74"; height: 32"; depth: 27";
seat height: 18"; material: steel in warm-
white finish (available in other colors and
sizes); delivery: 6-8 weeks: price: $1,665

SELENA SOFA FROM
ROOM & BOARD
“Very L.A.—just the thing for your
Schindler house,” says Schafer.
“And you can’t beat the value.” He
has one caveat: “You might want
to add a throw pillow or two—it's
a deep seat.” Gardner appreciates
the size. “It's scaled-down for a
small garden,” she says, “and could
fit in an awkward corner.”
Length: 53"; height: 31"; depth: 31"; seat
height: 13"; material: steel frame in pow-
der-coated finish (available in other finish-
es); delivery: 2-4 weeks; price: $500 for
frame and $160 for Sunbrella seat cushion

The opinions featured are those of ELLE DECOR'’s guest experts and do not necessarily represent those of the editors. All measurements, delivery times, and prices are approximate. For details see Resources.
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