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s not an uncommon fantasy among sophisticated

Manhattanites of trading in the urban digs (while maintaining

a pied-a-terre, of course) for a great old house in New York’s

historic Hudson Valley one with big fireplaces and lots of

room for grandchildren and guests, as well as views of some
of America’s loveliest countryside.

That’s exactly what a financier and his wife, a former antiques
dealer, were looking for when, after renting in the area for several
years, they decided to make the leap and trade in their Upper East
Side townhouse for a place in the country. Then reality hit. “We looked

for ages,” says the wife, ‘Most of the houses were dark and close to

the road,” not to mention that they are often jumbled on top of one
another and, with their huge rooms, difficult to heat in the winter and
cool in the summer.

Then they were invited to architect Gil Schafer’s annual summer
cocktail party. “When we got there, I said to my hushand, “This is the
most extraordinary Greek Revival,” she recalls.‘Tt didn’t have any of
the problems of the other old houses in the area.’

It turns out that Schafer, a classical architect famous for his exacting
restorations, had built the place for himself. The couple immediately
realised that the old-new solution was their answer — the design ol an
old house, with its elegant proportions, infused with a contemporary

layout and conveniences. They found a piece of land amid the horse

TOP: The front facade of the house is in a Greek Revival style whilst also displaying Some
Palladian features

LEFT: The colours of the circa - 1880 Persian Sultanabad in the living room are repeated
in the Cowtan & Tout cotton used on the bergere, in the curtains of Jim Thompson silk,
and in the Kravet silk that sheathes the walls

In the master bedroom, the n\goqghht irﬁE
: . bed by Oscar de la Renta is fitted with a si
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TOP: The butler’s pantry is painted Hague Blue by Farrow & Ball

LEFT: The master bedroom's Directaire armchair is upholstered in Edelman leat
the console and lamp were found at auction; the curtains are of a Clarence House
the wall covering is by de Gournay and the picture is by TROWBRIDGE Gallery

fell into place v

was the ideal choice, because, the wife acknowledees,

someone with a certain whimsy. I tend to be more cl
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house
as concerned
1d grew older,
k-riding :
for a master bedroom suite
structure the feel of a
Palladian villa and help it nestle se
How do you begin decorating a 7,
important to consider Gil's marvellous archit
proportions, the mouldings, and the amazing
found a Sultanabad rug in rich hues of peacoc
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TOP: The kitchen cabinets are custom made, and the vent hood is by Wolf: the 19th-
century chairs are upholstered in a Bennison fabric

LEFT: Unusually, in this bathroom an antique mirror hangs in front of the Venetian blinds

reds. “That was the spring-board for us,” he explains, and its palette
ultimately provided the subtle cohesion of colour that holds true
throughout the rooms.

In the entrance hall, after trying several wall finishes, the trio chose
peacock stripes sparked by tangerine lamps, introducing the key
colour and establishing the elegant yet whimsical spirit of the interior.
Beyond the entry colonnade is an expansive living room dominated
by teal curtains and celery silk walls that also reiterate the colours of
the Sultanabad. “The acidy loden sofas, animal print, and ikat pillows
— that’s Miles,” says the wife. ‘He has an extraordinary feeling for that
one oddball thing that will make a room sing, The black mantels were
Gil’s design, and I just flipped over them.’

Redd, who understand how hue can add emotion and flow to a house,
repeated the celery colour in the couple’s bedroom with a de Gournay
wall covering.

For all the understated grandeur and rich colour Redd brought to
the project, Schafer made sure that house functions beautifully.

G.P. Schafer Architect, PLLC Miles Redd
T:001 212965 1355 T:001 212 674 0902
www.gpschafer.com www.milesredd.com
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